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news is it’s a position shared by the Chinese;
it’s a position shared by the South Koreans;
and it's a position shared by the Japanese.
So we’ve got common interests, and working
together, I am very hopeful we’ll be able to
achieve those interests diplomatically.

Have a great day. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:53 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; and Gen. Tommy R. Franks, USA, com-
batant commander, U.S. Central Command. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Supplementary Budget Request for
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission

April 11, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed request for the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC). This re-
quest would provide an additional $18.3 mil-
lion to the EEOC in FY 2003. It is needed
for the EEOC to avoid furloughing its entire
workforce for as many as 19 days in FY 2003,
which would significantly disrupt its ability
to conduct its enforcement responsibilities.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on April 14.

Videotape Remarks to America’s
Military and Their Families

April 14, 2003

My fellow citizens:

When freedom needs defending, America
turns to our military. I want to thank those
who wear our uniform. Thank you for your
sacrifice. And as our men and women in uni-
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form do their job, they count on their fami-
lies. This time of war has been a time of hard-
ship for many military families. Some of you
have been separated from your loved ones
by long deployments. You're dealing with
added burdens at home while praying for
your husband or wife, son or daughter, father
or mother far from home. All of America is
grateful for your sacrifice.

Over the last few weeks, the world has wit-
nessed what you already know—that our
Armed Forces act with great skill and great
courage and great humanity. Images of the
Iraqi people welcoming our troops in cities
across that country are a testament to the
character of our men and women in uniform.

Our forces have been given a clear mis-
sion, to end a regime that threatened its
neighbors and the world with weapons of
mass destruction and to free a people that
had suffered far too long. American and coa-
lition forces are treating innocent civilians
with kindness, delivering urgently needed
food and medicine, and acting in the highest
traditions of the United States military. Our
whole Nation is proud of the honorable con-
duct of our military, and I am proud to be
your Commander in Chief.

All who wear this Nation’s uniform have
chosen to serve in America’s defense and in
freedom’s cause. You and your families de-
serve the gratitude of the Nation and the full
support of our Government. We will give you
the tools and training you need to win our
Nation’s battles. And we will keep our com-
mitment to improving the quality of life for
our military families.

This Nation has made another pledge: We
will never forget the men and women who
have fallen in service to America. We owe
them our freedom. And we pray that their
loved ones will receive God’s comfort and
God’s grace.

All of you know that great military suc-
cesses comes from years of hard work, train-
ing, and commitment. You stand tall in times
of conflict, and you stand ready in times of
peace. For your daily effort, for your profes-
sionalism, and for your patriotism, I thank
you on behalf of the people of the United
States.

May God bless our country and all who
defend her.



